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The Gramineae are one of tlie largest families of plants,

including about 480 genera and 5,880 species. Tliey are found in

all climates and situations, but are most numerous in temperate

regions.

The medicinal and poisonous grasses of the world belong to

78 genera:

—

Agropyron (temperate regions of Europe and Asia);

Amphilophis (tropical Asia and Africa); Anatherum (Brazil); An-

DROPOGON (tropics of both hemispheres; South Europe, North

America, temperate Asia); Anthephora (Africa); Antiioxanthum

(temperate regions); Aristida (all warm dry countries); Arthraxon

(tropics and subtropics of the Old World); Arundinella (tropical

Asia and America); Arundo (Mediterranean region; East Indies,

Malay Archipelago, Central and South America, South Africa,

Madagascar, New Zealand); Avena (Mediterranean region; tem-

perate region of the eastern hemisphere); Bambusa (Eastern Asia,

Australia); Beckmannia (China); Brachiaria (both hemispheres,

mostly African); Bromus (temperate regions of northern hemi-

sphere. South America); Cenchrus (tropical and subtropical

regions); Cephalostachyum (North India, Malaya, Madagascar);

Chloris (all parts of the world in tropical and subtropical regions);

Chrysopogox (Old World tropics. West Indies); Coix (East Indies,

Ethiopia; w^arm regions); Crossotropis (Africa); Cymbopogon (Old

World tropics); Cynodon (Australia, cosmopolitan); Cynosurus

(Mediterranean region; Europe, Canaries); Dactyloctenium (Tro-

pics); Dendrocalamus (South-eastern Asia); Desmostachya (India

to Syria and North Africa); Diarrhena (China); Digitaria (all

warm countries); Echinochloa (warm regions of both hemispheres);

Eleusine (all warm countries) ; Elionurus (tropical and subtropi-

cal regions of both hemispheres); Elymus (northern and southern

temperate regions); Eragrostis (all warm and temperate regions);

Eriaxthus (mainly tropical); Festuca (temperate regions); Gly-

ceria (North America); Gynerium (South Brazil, Argentina);

Heteropogon (tropical Africa and Asia to Mediterranean); Hifeo-

CHLOA (temperate regions); Hordeum (temperate regions; Europe,

North Africa, Asia, North and South America); Hygrorhiza

(India, Ceylon, Tongking); Imperata (tropical or warm regions of

both hemispheres); Lolium (temperate regions; Europe, Asia,

North Africa); Lophatherum (Tndo-Malaya, China, Japan); Mani-

sURis (tropical countries; India); Melica (subtropical and tem-

perate regions; Europe, Asia, Africa, America); Melinis (Africa);

MiscANTiiiDiUM (tropical Africa south of the Equator, South

Africa); Nastus (Madagascar); Olyra (Africa); Oryza (tropical

and subtropical regions of both hemispheres); Oryzopsis (northern

hemisphere); Oxytenanthera (Africa, India, Malaya); Panicum


